
Care of Burns
In Scotland

COBIS Education Event

Development of a National Burn Centre (1 of 2)

Folke Sjöberg, Professor, M.D., Director the Burn Center, 
Linköping University Hospital, 

Linköping, 
Sweden



Care of Burns
In Scotland

COBIS Education Event

Linköping University Hospital, Linköping Sweden

No Conflict of interest to declare



Care of Burns
In Scotland

COBIS Education Event

Sweden 10 miljon
Finland 5,5 miljon
Norway 5,3 miljon
Denmark 5,7 miljon

Burn Centers

Present situation in Scandinavia
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Historic and important events 

1. Incidence decrease
2. Reduced Length of Stay (LOS)
3. Outpatient care
4. Decreased Mortality 
5. Significant treatment improvements 
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After 10 years Sweden decides to centralize burn care

In 2010: 
5 Burn care providers are reduced to 2

Issues:
1. Where and who?
2. Criteria for centralized care option 
3. Financing



131/191= 68%

Decrease 30% 20 years!
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2000 Outpatient burn Care!
End of 90-ies: 20 patients in a pilot setting

95 % (19/20) - better be home
- Very positive 

Goal today : All patients
TBSA% < 10%
As outpatients
after initial surgery 
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“The point of futility” has changed over the last 50 years

In the 1960s the Baux score was approximating to the percentage of 
mortality:     Baux score 100 was “the point of futility”.1

1. Baux S. Contribution a l’Etude du traitement local des brulures 
thermigues etendues. Paris: These; 1961.

2. Bull JP, Squire JR. A Study of Mortality in a Burns Unit: 
Standards for the Evaluation of Alternative Methods of Treatment. 
Ann Surg. 1949 Aug;130(2):160-73.

Figure from reference 2. 

Baux score = Age + TBSA%

The relationsship between Age, 
TBSA% and mortality had been 
described many years before.2
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“The point of futility” has changed over the last 50 years

1. Osler T, et al. Simplified estimates of the probability of 
death after burn injuries: extending and updating the baux
score. J Trauma. 2010 Mar;68(3):690-7.

2. Roberts G, et al. The Baux score is dead. Long live the 
Baux score: A 27-year retrospective cohort study of 
mortality at a regional burns service. J Trauma. 2012 
Jan;72(1):251-6.

Figure from reference 2. 

In the 21st century “the point of futility” has increased to 
Baux score 140 or more.1,2
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Mortality among patients admitted for burn care (n=1501)
The figure shows predicted values for mortality 
(logistic regression, mortality as dependent variable, Baux score as predictor)  
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Mortality prediction –an update/ Folke Sjoberg, MD
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Centralized care



Cause of injury

Brännskadecentrum i Linköping 2004  - 2015 

2010



Inpatients

Brännskadecentrum i Linköping 2004  - 2015 

2010



Ventilatory days

Brännskadecentrum i Linköping 2004  - 2015 

2010



Brännskadecentrum i Linköping 2004  - 2015 

Wound care and dressing 
changes

2010
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Brännskadecentrum i Linköping 2004  - 2015 
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Swedish national disaster plan 

Put in action when > 3 major burns



www.liu.se
Thank you!
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